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To the Right Honourable 


The Earl of Northumberland, 


The two following Diſcourſes are humbly in- 
ſeribed by | 


His Lordſhip's 


Ma devoted, 


and moſt obliged Servant, 


WILLIAM COOPER. 
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Lire n. 1 1 2. 


For the Grace of G OD, which bringeth Salvation, hath 
appeared to all Men, teaching us, that, denying Ungod- 
nei and worldly Lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 
- ouſly, and godly, in this preſent World. 


8 from our original Conſtitution we are ruſted 
with our  0wn' Conduct; and as we have daily 
Temptations, by which we run the Hazard of 

behaving ſo, as to mm iſearry in it, it naturally follows 
that That which Religion zeaches us, muſt be the moſt 
neceſſary Nahen, for why d particular Condition of 


Life. J 1855 


This World is intended only as a School of Di anne, 
as a State of Probation; and we muſt, in order to promote 
our eternal I. ntereſt, form within ourſelves early Habits 
of Virtue and Piety : As, by our Tendency to Vice, we 
run ourſelves into M. ery and Ruin; ſo, by our Ad- 
herence to Virtue; we are carried on farther towards 
Per fetion, and find ourſelves neceſſitated to live under the 
ſerious Apprehenſion of a future Judgment. The /acred 
Writings expreſly confirm this Doctrine; they plainly, 

A 


yet 


1 
yet . declare the Danger of a Courſe of Wick- 
edneſs, and continually call us to attend to their Inſtruc- 
tions. I ben a Man has been careful not to fend or 
zranſgreſs in any Part or Inſtance of his Duty; when he 
has maintained his Jutegrity, and lived up to his Rank 
and Character in the Creation, they not only applaud 
him for it, but chear his Mind with the pleaſing Expec- 
tations of a future Recompence > When, on the contrary, 
thro his natural Propenſi ty to Sin, he has infringed and 
notoriouſly violated the Laws of Gap, they not only re- 
primand him for it, with the 2rmgſt Severity, but per- 
petually lay before his Eyes the Terrors of Futurity, and 


: at ap e Doom. - \. 


Thus the great Judge a all Things, \ I well 
eonfidered the Weakneſs and Sufirmity of human Nature, 
hath laid down Precepzs for us, and inforced them with 
the highe/t Authority of his Command. If, therefore, we 
make theſe the Objects of our keene/t Purſuit, we learn to 
abſtain from Evil, re de Good to Men, to bear Injuries 
witk Contentment, and to reg ourſelves wholly to that 
faber tar Being, who, by his great Power and unlimited 
W/s/dom, governs and directs all Things. We learn to 
ſet our Affections. © not on Things below; but on Things 
above; we ſee through all the Hartering and 3mper fect 
Promiſes of this preſent World, and thence determine, 
never, for it's Big err to run the s of 
i i * 
e 


UT 2 
The Conſideration of theſe Things, one would think, 

(my Brethren) might refrain Men from the Violation of 
9 thoſe Laws Gop has given them to /ive by; one would 
think, it might reclaim them to their Duty and encou- 
rage them to a perfect Reſignation and Obedience to him, 
by whoſe great Bounty and Goodneſs it is that they 
0 live, move, and have their Being Yet, ſuch is the 
; Perverſeneſs of Men's Natures, ſuch is the Violence and 
0 Irregularity of their Wills and Paſſions, that they ſeldom 
4 think of God's Goodneſs to them; they /e/aom conſider 
; that he hath not revealed to them the Knowledge of Him- 
ö felf, merely to humour their fantaſtic Wit with /ubtle 
| and unintereſting Queſtions ; not merely to entertain their 
Minds with the Speculations of Religion, but to -_ 

and to govern their Actions. 


Such is the Warure, ſuch i is the Uſe of our moſt er- 
eee RN * 


In the firſt Ages of the Goſpel, indeed, theſe Do#rines 
and Precepts met with a moſt powerful and vigorous Op- 
poſition, becauſe they obliged Men to renounce thoſe Er. 
rors in which they had long been intangled, and thoſe 
Vices which they long had praftiſed, to embrace a Re- 
gion, which, as it convinced them of the Pub of it's 
Doctrines, and of the Excellency of it's Precepts, neceſ- 
farity demanded that they ſhould openly profeſs their 
Reſolu tions to conform their Livet and Actions to it. 
8 e | Many 


[8 ] 
Many, therefore, and formidable were thoſe, who con- 
federately joined together, in order to extirpate and to 


baniſh it out of the World; yet, notwithſtanding the n. 


limited Authority and almoſt irreſiſtible Power of it's inve- 
terate Enemies; notwithſtanding all their , impious 
. and moſt profane Attemprs, Chriſtianity ſtill triumphed 
over Pagan Impiety, and out- braved even the fierceſt 
Storms of Perſecution. Nor is there ſcarce any one In- 
ſtance wherein the Goſpel Doctrine appears more eminently 
vifterious, than by the determined Courageand Patience of 
_ it's primitive Profefiors. . Theſe were Men of the greateſt 
Piety and Devotion: Men moſt zealous in promoting 


their Religion, and moſt heroically reſolute in /uffering 


for it: : ; Theſe were Men, who, i in the Midſt of Perils and 


$ w ++ „„ 


an unheard- of e ad enen wo to 
preach the Word of Gop; they ſtill continued to rein- 


force, and, by their own illuſtrious Examples, to animate 
others. to the Performance of every Chriſtian Virtue — 
Mhilſt they, uninterrupted and undiyerted by the Falle 
Glare of worldly Pleaſure, did exhauſt almoſt all th 
Powers of Eloquence, in diſ playing the intrinſic Charms 


and invaluable Rewords of their Religion 3 N whilſt it was 


their chief Honour and Glory to teach che important 
Truths of Chri ifianity, and to atteſt the Reality, of their 
Aſſertions, by laying down their Lives i in her n 
Great and ee were the Effects . ih 

ben 
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li 9 ] 
Others, from ſuch plain and inconteſtable Proofs of 
it's Excellency, were ſoon induced to break thro' the Pre- 
judices of Education, to renounce the Errors of Super- 
ſition, and to ſtand: more in Awe of the juſt Judgments 
5 Lors than the unjuſt Cenſures of Men. 


Thus did the wild enthuſiaſtic Zeal of the prejuaiced 
World vainly endeavour to weaken the written Law and 
undefiled Religion of God. Although they warmly 
intereſted themſelves in attempting to deſtroy the true 
Spirit of divine Knowledge, yet it grew and prevailed 
the more; altho it's Guardiens and Protefors were in- 
humanly dragged to the Racks and Tortures of a mercileſs 
Ni pie yet even this did not filence it's 
Preachers, but ſerved only to render thoſe that /urvived 
more 4&ive and more afiduoys in conveying the Light 
of the Goſpel into thoſe dark Places of the Earth, which, 
at that Time, were almoſt univerſally over-ſpread with 
Vice and Immorality. Certain it is, that the Oppreſſion 
and Sufferings of theſe good Men were, under Gop, the 
moſt effectual Means of advancing and propagating dur 
Religion; their Principles and Precepts, which were, be- 
yond Compariſon, ſuperior 70 all others, baffled and con- 
founded all the Violence of Secular Powers, and all the 
Science of Pagan Pbilgſopberss For who could ſuſpect 
their Faith to be vain, or their Profeſſion of it to be Hy- 
pocriſy, when they chearfully ſacrificed for it their h 
Intereſt in tis World, and, calmly, ſubmitted to every. 


Sit Circum- 


[ ro ] 
Cr eum aner of Miſery, that Rage could inſpire; or Power 


e 


. IF we of this preſent Generation, had that Ardowr and 
Alection, that Zeal and Reverence for our Religion, which 
the primitive Chriſtians had; if our Hearts were in like 
Manner i”fuenced by the fame Principles, by the ſame 
Motives and Obligations, we ſhould, according to our 
reſpeive Abilities, be more zealous and forward to make 
Uſe of every Means Providence hath put in our Power, 
to promote a more exrenſive Knowledge and Practice of 
it. How far we have ſucceeded in 25s, is clearly evi- 
dent to every one; for altho' the whole * Scripture (as 

the Apoſtle Sbſertei) is given us by the Inſpiration of the 
Almighty, and is profitable to tearb, to improve, to cor- 
Fed, and to firud in Righteouſneſs: Although theſe 
Things were written, that we might have Life thro! his 
Name; yet, generally ſpeaking, what is more ſighted and 
 #ifreparded among us? Inſtead of acquiring an ea#ly and 
Babituul Veneration for the Will of our Gop and Saviour; 
inſtead of guarding the Avenues to Vice and T1 ; 
by a diligent Application to the Search and liabe 
of true Wiſdom, we become Slaves to our Paſſions, and 
miſemploy our Time in every Act of Wickedne/s and 
TIrreligien. Where do we now fee Mit at Paw 
of thoſe Aﬀe&ions towards Gov, which are ſuppoſed 
Babitudlin good Men? Where do we now fee that Gra- 
. chat Neverence, that u and Dependence, of 
os which 


Concedes! 
which infinite Power and infinite Goodne/s is the natural 
and only adeguate Objects By fad Experience we find 
but 700 many that neglects and profane the Service of the 
true Gop ;—that de/þi/e his ſacred Word and Ordinances, 
and go on, in one uninterrupted Succeſſion, from Folly 
to Folly, from Vanity to Vanity, without one ſerious 
Thought or Reflection relative to that final wnerring 
Sentence, which ſhall be pronounced on them, and which 
ſhall unavoidably en them erernally happy, or eter- 
nally miſerable. Such wiſe and grave Sentiments rarely 
occur to the deſultory Minds of thoſe, © who are Lovers 
of Pleaſures more than Lovers of GOD: Who are deter- 
mined, in their Purſuit of Happineſs, by their own fighty 
Imaginations, rather than by the more ow Diſcrimina- 
you of Reaſon and Religion: Who are carried away by 
the rapid Torrent of faſhionable Errors and faſhionable 
Viei, rather than ſteered and conducted by the calm 
Prudence and feaſonable Admonitions of thoſe, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs and Duty it is to reſeue them from the Bondage of 
Sin; and to ud e Feet in the Parks of NR; 


LG if fach a enen 2 of Mis be the 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic of the preſent Age; if Men 
wildly dare to forſake the Hoſe of the Loxp, and © to 
| dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs, amidſt the Pleaſures 
of this ſenſual and debauched World; it highly concerns 
the Miniſters of Gop not indolently to dream away their 
Lives; but, on the contrary, with the uimo/ Diligence 

to 


1 
to o employ all the Knowledge and Elution, all the Expe- 
rience and Authority that the Circumſtances of their Situa- 
tion, or Superiority art their Talents, afford them, to guard 
and protect you from this Profiigacy of Manners, which, 
if faintly or unficadily oppoſed, ; muſt end in your wtrer 
Deftrufion : For ſuch is your Situation in Life, that the 
ill Conſequences of Vice and Irregularity, in any parti- 
cular Perſon, affect likewiſe hee that are about him. 
True it is, that you all are capable of being led by the 
molt generous Paſſions to the moſt noble Purſuits; being. 
endowed, with, Reaſon and L nder landing, you are ena- 
bled to form the Plam of Lite, and are thence inſirufted 
WE provide, whatever is neceſſary and convenient to the 
Support and Happineſs of your Being. Altho' this, in- 
| deed, is but an imperfee?,Skerch of the many diſtinguiſh- 
ing Powers and Excellencies of your Nature; yet, alas | 
how, many are there among you, Who Profess that they 
know Gop, yet in their Works deny him?” How many, 
who, by Senjſuality,, Avarice, or Ambition, defeat the 
gracious Ends which Providence propoſes to them, and 
thereby render themſelves abſolutely incapable of thoſe bi- 
ritual FRO. which du Men hahe W in We Wprld 
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181 
the profane and unbelieving Senſualiſt! View him ſtill 
eagerly bent upon, ſtill o&/fizarely purſuing, every Object 
for the Gratification of his ſenſitibe Appetites ! Yet trace 
him thro Life, and you will find “ that the Days will 
come, and the Years draw nigh, when he ſhall ſay, “ I 
have no Pleaſure in them; although he has © kept his 
Eyes from nothing that they defired, nor with-held his 
Heart from any Joy; yet, you will hear him now con- 
feſs—that his moſt /o/id Delights were but faint Shadows 
and rramſitory Flaſhes of Pleaſure; and that the Anguiſb 
and Remprfe, tlie Horror and Confuſion which he 'now 
feels, infinitely over - balance all the Sarigfactiuns he ever 
met with from the moſt perfect Enjoyment of ' them. — 
How dreadful and deplorable, therefore, is the State of the 
poor, wrercbed, wnthinking Voluptuary! How highly un 
ſatigfactory and unequal to the ſoaring Hopes and Ex- 
pectations of a -razional Being! „Of Man, whom God 
I eee ere Bragg” 

eie i Bag un 2411 01 
Obſerve now -the avaricious 6 * Jail ly plode | 
dn in Purſuit of Wealth and how he d5/pruiers himſelf 
with che Eeur dfrlafing:that=avhich;' to all fniffcamt 
Purpoſes,—is 496 dbiddy } See how he ſwells with A 
rogance and Self: Conceit! How confidently: he baff. him- 
ſelf 4 in the Maiitage of his Riches not confi . 
that © this very Night his Soul may be required of him” 
This Pride, this Inſolence of Mind, ſoon alienates his 
Thoughts from Gop; and cauſes him to grow remiſs in 
| B thoſe 
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thoſe Duties, the Performance of which would:make him 
eaſy and-happy in this World, and |g/orious and ever-bleſſed 
in the next. Foaliſß Man I as his principal Defions tend 
only to the Enlargement of his temporal Eftates, without 
any Regard to the more ſerious and momentous Concerns 
of Erernity, what will it avail him to have been Great 
and Nich or What will it profit him, if he hall gain 
perry ng ae WP PPAR 13 
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Dan your Eyes: to; hes Riu nll un their 
e Pleaſure conſiſts, you will find, in entertaining 
a vain Opinion of their own Virtues and Q walifications ;. 
buſied in admiring and contemplating themſelves, they 
have: no Leiſure to turm their Thongbrs towards Gop: 
Swelled with the Con/equence'they attribute to 7hem/elves, 
they cannot bear to lool forward ro that Time, when all 
their imaginary Greatneſs,—all that nom engroſſes their 
"Attention, and gives Spur to their dmbition;——will appear 
to the laſt W 5 10 e, and 
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e ee Efecn of Mehl nd 
Avarice, of Pride and Ambitim: You! feechow deftruc- 


tive they tire of thoſe Firtues, which would make you 
eaſy and happy im yourſelves; affable and humane in your 
Diſpoſition towards others; a and _— in your 
Mn t 1608 1 nl ee Fi * TRAT 
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Moeigb, therefore, ſeriouſly with youtlelyes, what Kind 
* Life the Chriſtian, to whom the Grace of Gop appears 
in the cleareſt Light, ſhould {-ad /.Qughthe to live wholly 
intent upon his. Buſineſe, or his Pleaſure? Ought he, Day 
after Day, to camtrive and project new Schemes for his 
Happineſs or his Conveniency i in this pre/ent Horld, without 
attending to the more important Concerns of that which 
is to come ? Surely, this is not © to walk worthy of the Vo- 
cation wherewith he is called,” nor can the eſſential Parts 
of the Chriſtian Life be thus diſtinguiſbed. Every Chri- 
ian ought (without he makes eternal Ruin his Choice) 
to deny all Ungodline/s and worldly Lufts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly. With reſpect to himſelf, 
ſeberly ; with reſpect to his Neighbour, righteouſly ; with 
reſpect to his Almighty Creator, gady. If he is poor, 
let him diſcharge the Duties of his mean Station with Fi- 
delity ; if he i; rich, let not his Riches tempt him to de- 
viate from the Parhs of Fuftice and Yi irtue —Thus both, 
by living up to the Rules of the Goſpel and the holy 
Religion they profe eſs, Will feente to themſelves an ever- 
laſting Inheritance in the Kingdom of Gop, 
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Let me then conjure and exhort you all, my Brethren, 
as you all hope to be made Partakers of everlaſting Life, 
to receive the great Things of Gop's Law, which are con- 
tained in the Goſpel, and here written for your Inſtruc- 
tion, with a due Eſteem; — do not think them © range, 


becauſe they curb your unruly Paſſions, —becauſe they 
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 contradiet' your depraved Tuclinatims:— but rather,” in 
bis holy Temple; now lift up your Hands in pious Thenk- 
fulneſs to Go, who has thought you worthy of his divine 
Favour and Regard, and has permitted: you (if you do 
not wilfully ſhut Jour Eyes de * the Things which 
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And 3 ſaid unto them,' Go ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. He that believeth 

and is baptized, .o all fall} 12 1 Put he that Petieverb ? not 
Pall be damned. 


H E Apoſtles, originally a Set of poor, ignorant, 
' literate Men, were, confequently, not enabled, 
merely by their own Authority or Eloguence, to 
advance and explain the Goſpel of Gov. No, they no 
ſooner had received that divine Mandate, GO ye into 
all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature; 
but they found the immetiate Tifluence of a ſupernatural 
Power; they felt the Force and Energy of Goyw's Holy 
Spirit, ak began to ſpeak © with other Tongues as that 

Spirit gave them Utterance.” Hence, without the Help 
of Education or Experience, they taught and perſuaded 
the moſt learned Rabbins, and moſt difting uiſhed Philgſo- 
hers of their Tine. — Hen, in Deſpite of Error and 
Corruption, they diſcovered and made tnown all the great 
me: portant Truths Y the Chri yous Religion. 


, 15 all human Beings are intelligent, erbe, and free, 
they may even /oath the Beauty of Virtue, and admire the 
zu 1 De- 


1 


Deformity of Vice: 4 may either ſet d in hat 
Character, which ought ever to be their high Happi- 
neſs and Glory, I mean a religious Character; —or they 
may, thro' Strength of Temptation, and an Ignorance of 
Gop's Law, impiaufly deride whatever is pious and /erious. 
Whenever the Cauſe of Religion is thus ſpamefully negleft- 
ca, every other Virtue muſt, of courſe, loſe it's 3 : 

Men muſt fall into Yices, and thoſe, ices. muſt confirm 
them in Habits unworthy of Chr wr, and ,ynworthy 
of Men. 


The Intent, af, and e ee of 12 Apo- 
Ales Miſfien, was to enlighten thoſe that © ſat in Darin, 
and in the Shadow of Death;"—to enable them to arrive 
at a certain Degree of Happineſa in bit Morld, and to en- 
= joy a SAH Immortality in another; to ward nf the 
many Dangers which threatened them. from the natural 
Impetuafity of their Paſſicns, and, by giving them true and 
exalted Motion of Gop and Religion, thoroughly to 22 
. a e e e e. A ge 


e 
"T9 | Ne a. 10 


\ Gon , 8 was now ee WR at 4 d who, 
by his own Influence, ſuperintends and directs he Aﬀairs 
of. the whole World: Al. a Being, whoſe ſecret: Difpen= 
ſations the limited L. nderſtanding of Man cannot poſſibly 


trace out, or diſcern :—As a Being of the moſt perfect 
Reaſon, and Ferre as one Hat As uit n 95 
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Thus the Apoſtles, as the Miniſters of CurrsT, were 
ever ready to diſpenſe their Treaſures of divine Knowledge 
and Under/tanding ;—to inſpire an wniver/al Awe and 
Regard for the Laws of Chriſtianity, and to conduct Man- 
kind by thoſe Laws into the Ways of Truth and of everlaſt- 
ing Salvation. In a Word, to be to all that were unenlight- 
ered, a Lanthorn to their Feet, and a Light unto their 
Paths.” Ignorance and Error now uo longer prevailed : 
Tdolatry, fo deſtructive of all Senſe of Virtue, as well as 
Religion, was#0w removed, and the Knee uo longer bowed 
to Baal; the enormous Crimes of the Gentile World were 
detected; their depraved Ceremonies expoſed; their horrid 
Altars thrown down : Vice, an. improper Object, was di/- 


countenanced; Virtue, a proper one, patronized and re- 


wvered. As the former was univerſally branded with In- 
famy and Contempt; fo the latter was univerſally di fuſed 
. _— and 10 e . 


\ Whit My Phe of Satan thus evidently relaxed, the 
Power of Gop ſhone forth in the oe and molt //u- 


1. err me. 


Merciful Gov! thus to inform Mankind how to ſubdue 
and eradicate the more malevolent Paſſions; how to che- 
riſh and to promote the more generous ones Noble Em- 
ployment! worthy indeed of the /erious Attention of all 
Men; but worthy, in the moſt eminent Degree, of the 
Eſtimation of theſe who ſtand fgnalized and diſtinguiſh- 
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ed by the glorious Name of Chri 72 A Ware, which, 

even in the mot ſeruile Being, whole Mind is uniainted 
by the ſordid Habits of the World, infinitely ſurpaſſes all 
the oftentatious Titles of thoſe who glitter in external Pomp 
and Magnificence, and thence vainly claim a Righ to be 
diſtinguiſhed from the Poor; or (as they term it) from the 
Hulgar.Preſumptuous Men! let ſuch reflect, if they 
have any Powers or Faculties for Reflection left, - that 
their Paſſions, which now are perverted to the wor/? and 
baſe eſt Purpeſes, will, at the final Day of Gop, operwheln; 
them with Harrer and Diſnay: Let them alſo reflecs,.— 
that as they um remain cbdurate to the gracious Voice of 
Heayen, they will then, clearly learn in what true Hupe. 
riority. and Diftin&ion conliſts,. by diſcerning. the hitherto 
conrenned Lazarus in the Beſam of Abrabam;—whillt 
at the ſame Time hey, by a juſt and legal Sentence, ſhall 
receive an eternal Prohibition from. the Joys of Heaven; 
the very Joys of which, indeed, in their depraved Circum- 
ſtances, would prove to them, as they proved to the N 
Deceiver of Mankind, a Torment and a Dijecſe. 


Not ai 2 23 with the contentious 8 
of the World, nor yet ai if ipated by the vain and fugitive 
| Pleaſures of it, the Chriſtian, if he forgers not his high 
Calling, will find his chief Honour and his Happineſs to 

confiſt in the Contemplation of religious 77 ruths : Truths, 

which will regulate his Condut? and exalt his Reaſon; 
Trurhs, which will infallibly approve him to. his Neigh- 
bour here, and to his Gon bereafter. | 
| It 


L ax } 

It has been aſſerted, That where My/tery begins Re- 
fe ends.” In our Religion, ſurely, there does not ap- 
pear any Thing impenetrably difficult or myſterious. The 
whole Duty of a Chriſtian is, * to love Gop with 4 Vie 
Heart, with all his Soul, and with all, his Mind, and to 
love his JV, eighbour as himſelf.” —His firſt and principal 
Duty, therefore, is to lade Gop,—to retain juſt Concep- 
tions of his Divine Mature and Providence, and to ac- 
knowledge him alert as the 10 and eee . 0 
all Things. 1 40 . | 


It has ns 3 allo wh one of thei moſt el 

Philoſophers of the preſent, or perhaps indeed of any 
Age, That altho' Reaſon may proclaim our Duty, yet 
that the Will, influenced by Paſſion, makes Gratification 
always welcome 3; hence; ſays: he, tlie Power of Paſſion, 
when in Exce{6,, cannot be F but by the 50 For- 
na of Watte A 6-7 | 


| the. amazing Gene en Fans and 11 great n 
portance. and. Veceſſty of Mans pc are n 
pointed out. e SH ee ©! 

Religion, far from advifing Men to ſubmit to the Bon- 
dage of Sin, adviſes them to employ their whole Induſtry, 
to exert their «#mof Strength and Fortitude to repel her 
a. as totally inconſiſtent with their Happineſs : 


C But 
The Author of a Book, intituled The Elements of Critici/m, 


But as human n wa Pons are not always /u/- 
feient to withſtand or correct our Errors, —as the fulleſt 
and moſt circumſtantial Precepts of Religion, are not al- 
ways ſufficient to engage and ſecure our Obedience, the moſt 
powerful Paſſions were neceſſary to reform the Affections, 
and to /peat to the Heart.—This could be done in no 
other Manner, with ſo much Efficacy, as by conſulting 
the various Paſhonsof Hope and Fear, which, in the Text, 
are evidently conſulted. And he faid unto them, Go 
« ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel'to every 
“Creature; he that believeth and is baptized ſhall be 

«.favedy but he that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 
Thus you fee the Picked halt. go away inte c. 
ing Puniſhment; but the Rights into Lie erer nal. 
The ineuitable Conſeguentzeb of Good and Evil, thus con- 
trafted; muſt neceſſſrily bite doped before your Eyes in the 
very Mug LE. The one impells you to good Ac. 
tions, the other reſtrains you from the Commiſſion of 42d 
ones. The one diſcloſes to your View a glorious State of 
everlaſting Happineſs; as an geen to the former ; 
the other r an Horb Naked 


ment, to prevent the latter. 


As it not dene Truth kia hahe ell, not dh dom 
the Principles of Nunn, but alſo From! the 4uthority of 
| Revelation) © That Gd is of purer Eyes than to behold 

Iniquity ?“ If this Aſſertion * that Gop 
10 is 
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is offended at the Micled, ſhall he not puniſb them * ?— 
If this Aﬀertion cannot be denied, that Gop delights in 
the Righteous, ſhall he not reward them?—As ſure as 
Temperance and Sobriety are, in all Reſpects, preferable 
to'Immorality and Exceſs, —As ſure as there is a darty 
Beauty in Virtue, which makes Vice ugly; fo Fore he will, 
he muft reward the one and puniſh the ohen. 


Deceive not pb; therefore, my' Rrechren; ; Re- 
ligion has ſaid, ſhe will make you happy; the has: pro- 
claimed her Will; — ſhe has invited you, and all Mankind 
to partake of her Inſtructions. Liſten therefore, O liſten. 
to her mild and amiable Voice, and let not the Thoughts 
of your Attachment to this . orld erelude the Thou ghts 

Nadi abs of 


n was on this Account that the Ancients invented thoſe fea Ne 0 8 of the Dead; 
to keep the Wicked under e in this Life, who, without. them, would have na Dread 
of Da df, 133 bs IN. rm Vol. I P. 214, | 


Itaque, ut diana in Vit famido improbie eſſet poſita, apud Inferdꝭ cjuſinedi FTA illi an- 
tiqui fupplicia impiis conſlituta eſſe voluerunt; quod, videlicet, intelligebant, his remotis, non 


eſſe Mortem iplam pertimeſoendam. 
Even the Heathena thezaſelves firmly believed this, | aus 
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of your Attachment to the next. Duty, you ſee, as well as 
Intereſt, Chriſtianity, as well as human Prudence, now re- 
quire, that you attentively conſider 7he/e Matters, theſe 
important Matters, with that Strictneſs and Regard, which 
ur fo juſtly merit and deſerve. Think on them, there- 
fore, with due Efteem ;—think on them now, —this very 
Period of Time may, perhaps, prove decifeve of your fu- 
ture and everlaſting Happineſs. —Confider how va the 
Diſproportion i is, between the Emjoyments of this World 
and the Ex ments of the next. Conſider, that the Plea- 
fares + of the one are fleeting and tranſitory; but the Plea- 
fures of the other, permanent and eternal.—.—-Finally, 
ler that Gop t has appointed. a Day in which he 
„ the.whole N oriu, in which you, and I, and 
all Mankind ſhall ſtand candemmned or acquitted before his 
awful Tribunal. Then, you may be ſure, the Divine 
Wrath and Vengeance will fall heavieſt upon thoſe who 
have not obeyed the Goſpel of Jasus Cuxis r; who have 
refuſed to pradtiſe the norul Duties of i it, who Oo dared 

to ds Pelieve the many gracious Promiſes contained in it. 


| Enough, I think, bis bw Beet ſaid cb, toſhew, 
that you cannot poſſibly ſerve two Intereſts ſo entire/ ly op- 


pofite and ſo utterly irreconcileable, as Gan and Mammon. 
Enough has been faid, to ſhew the Conſequences of Im- 


 morailty. Enough has been ſaid to ſnew, that Gop ha- 
ving eſtabliſhed certain Laws and Precepts for the Re- 


| mme of Tour ConduR, and for your more certain At- 
tainment 
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tainment of eternal Life, will not, therefore, be induced, 
on any Account, to change or to rever/s them. Gop made 
them, and © he ſaw that they were good: He ſaw that 
they were properly fitted and adapted to every Capacity, 
and to every Situation in Life. Hence the Almighty hand- 
ed them down from Mount Sinai, for the Reformation of 
Mankind : He Fimſelf handed them down, in order that 
they might be more ſtrongly felt, and more 7eraciouſly 
obſerved; © in the Midſt of Thunder and Lightning, and 
the Sound of the Trumpet: He delivered them to Mo/s, 
whilſt the People trembled and ſtood afar off,” , Afﬀter- 
wards they were proclaimed in the moſt ſolemn and ex- 
preſs Manner, from the Mouths of the Prophets, — from 
the Mouths of the Apoſtles, —and from the Mouth of 
CrzsT himſelf. —Can you then want any farther Proofs 
or Arguments to convince you of their univerſal Uſe and 
Efficacy? —Surely, the mo? compendious, the moſt noble, 
and the n eſfectual Remedy, which can poſſibly be oppoſed 
to the irregular Motions of the human Mind (which, in- 
deed, is too often agitated by Paſſion, and too often allured 
by Temptation) is to determine and to fix your Thoughts, in 
fuch a Manner, upon theſe mot excellent and moſt ſalu- 
tary Laws, that the Knowledge of them may become the 
Buſineſs, and the Practice of them may become the End, of 
your whole Lives. Thus you will be enabled to exerciſe 
with Eaſe, and, as it were, by a natural Determination, 
every Virtue. Thus you will be enabled always to preſerve 
a Conſcience void of Offence, both towards Gop and to- 

wards 
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wards Men :—'Thus you will be enabled to begin, and to 
purſue 103th Succeſs, the moſt likely Methods of attaining that 
Crown of Glory which Gop has reſerved for them who love 
Him. That this is a Pumſuit, of all others, the moſt glorious, 
and therefore the mo/# worthy of your Attention, every hone/? 
and every ſenfible Man will readily acknowledge.--Yet, I am 
afraid, that it is a Purſur of much greater Importance, 
a Purſuit that requires more and deeper Confideration, than 
the #armth and Hurry of the Generality of Mankind 
will ad#:it, One Part of the World is dihracted with 


Care, whilſt the other Part of it, is difjpated by Pleaſure. 


Hence it is, that the Corfideration of the future is ſeldom 
joined to the Conſideration of the Time preſent —Hence it 
is, that-Refetione, whichrrelate to Immortality, ſeldom 
ccc or, if they do occur, touch only the Swrface of the 
Heart, whereas they ought to be deeply impreſ'd there, 
and that arc in ung ns e wo \ 4 OR N 


1 i = 2 * p 3 4 
0 "= * I : 1 
: | „ k , + * © \ \ : 


-RC AN $75} bi F \t 


As ifs ante and FFI to Matters of the 4% 
Plano: prevails, indeed, amet umverſally, it is my 


Buſineſs and my Duty to warn you of the Calamity which 


Trepends;—a Calamity which threatens no leſs than your 
eternal Deftruion ; a Calamity which, if you ſhrink 
from the Source of Fed: mult hy fo _ nr 
Heads. © \ 
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If then it is a difficult, it is, at the ſame Time, ſurely, 
a moſt glorious Attempt to extricate you from this Dan- 
ger, by extricating you from the Snares of Sin,—by 
bringing you from long and accu/tomed Habits of Ficked- 
neſs, to prefer Virtue to Vice, and . W to Exceſs. 


To this Intent you conſtantly hear the Goſpel of Gov 
preached ;—to this Intent you conftantly hear the moſt 
Ariting Precepts of Religion explained and illuftrated, 
from this Place“, with nuch Learning, and with much 
Piety.—But to what Purpoſe is the Goſpel preached ?: Or 
to what Purpoſe; indeed, are thoſe Precepts inculcated, if 
you do not attend to what is faid, with a due Reverence, 
and with a due Regard ?—It you do not Feel, in the moſt 
eminent Degree, tho/z Paſfions which they are deſigned to 
move If you do not fee}, in the moſt exalted Manner, 


_ aka of Devotion which oy» are een 10 ra, 1 


Sure I am, he theſs Men are "rhe GP al ou ght, 
therefore, the moſt of all to be avoided, who frequent 
this /acred Place, merely out of a Form of Religion ;— 
merely, becauſe it is an gſual and a cuſtomary Thing ſo to 
do. When preſent, they appear florhful, negligent, and 
inattentive. When abſent, they put off the Maſt, and 
involve themſelves in a Manner of Immorality. 


This Sermon was firſt preached in ert Minſter. 
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4 1 Would adviſe all N conſider, not only 
due ichedneſe and I muproprieiy of ſuch Conduct and Be- 
Saviour, bt allo the intpirab/e,and ng Conſe- 

it. If, howeßer; they ſtill continue to af wi ith- 
td, nay, even nare#ZQppoſition to this important 


len in Concluſion, add, —That the, Time 


den they will be rendered truly Jig bl 
their Errors; - hen they will, with Horror, look back 
vñ the Courſe which they baue run; —Wwhen they will, 
with unprejudiced Eyes, ſe the Wickedneſs which they 
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. >5(Ehiak, cherefpre, /ervayly.on theſe Things ;— 
them! now; his very Period of Time may, = con 
oye decifrve of your Laue and euer laing Happineſs 
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